
English and Media Scheme of Work 
Refugees and the Media 
 
These lessons are supported by PowerPoint presentations that can be found on the 
relevant pages along with appropriate resources. 
 

 Lesson Learning focus Activities Resources 
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1: Groups and 
Connections 

Can I 
understand 
the different 
connections 
between 
myself and 
other people 
in the world? 

• Students mindmap 
different groups they 
belong to (individual) 

• Interactive activity 
where students organise 
themselves according to 
different characteristics 

• In small groups, students 
create a ‘connections’ 
map, labelling their 
connections with 
different places in the 
world 

• H/W: students research 
the links they have with 
the rest of the world 

o PPT 
o World maps 

2: Britain and 
Diversity 

Can I 
understand 
how different 
cultures and 
traditions are 
part of Britain? 

• Complete ‘connections’ 
map – feedback to 
create whole class 
version. 

• Students match up 
objects with countries 
they come from 

• Discuss what else we 
gain from being 
connected to different 
countries in the world 

• Write a letter to the PM 
explaining why it is 
important that Britain 
maintains links to the rest 
of the world 

o PPT 
o Connections 

maps in 
progress 

o Origins sheet 
(objects 
optional!) 

3: Being British Can I interpret 
ideas about 
Britishness to 
create my 
own poem 
about what it 
is to be British? 

• Discuss ideas about 
what it means to be 
British 

• Read through poem 
“The British’ – students 
answer questions 
individually then discuss 

• Students write own 
poem about being British 

o PPT 
o Copies of 

poem ‘The 
British’ 



4: Human 
Needs, Human 
Rights 

Can I 
investigate the 
rights and 
responsibilities 
young people 
have across 
the world? 

• Define rights and 
responsibilities in groups 

• Group diamond 9 
activity: what do we 
need? 

• Share definition of rights 
and responsibilities 

• Individually students list 5 
rights all young people 
have. 

• Read and discuss 
children’s rights 
resources 

• Create a poster 
summarising key rights 
and responsibilities in 
school environment 

o PPT 
o Diamond 9 

cards 
o Copies of 

‘Every Child’ 
and extracts 
from the 
Convention 
on the Rights 
of the Child 
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5: Forced to 
Flee 

Can I 
understand 
some of the 
reasons 
people might 
be forced to 
leave their 
own country? 

• Read and discuss the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 

• Read case studies and 
answer prompt questions 

• Write a poem about the 
experience of one f the 
people in the case 
studies 

• Read poem ‘refugee’ 
and answer prompt 
questions 

• Students write own 
definitions of the term 
‘refugee’ 

o PPT 
o Universal 

declaration 
of human 
rights 

o Forced to 
Flee case 
studies 

o Refugee 
poem 

6: What is a 
refugee? 

Can I evaluate 
my knowledge 
of refugees 
and asylum 
seekers? 

• Students note down 
what they 
know/think/feel about 
refugees and asylum 
seekers - feedback 

• Share official definitions  
• Complete quiz 

individually – go through 
answers together 

• Students write a diary 
entry from the 
perspective of an asylum 
seeker recently arrived in 
the UK 

• Copies of 
refugee 
quiz 

 

7: Crossing the 
Border. 

Can I 
understand 
what it might 

• When students enter 
there are forms on the 
desks for them to fill in. 

o PPT 
o Border forms 
o Information 



feel like to be 
an asylum 
seeker? 

TIR as border guard. 
• ‘Can I come in?’ 

roleplay 
• Discuss what students 

have learnt about what 
it might feel like to be an 
asylum seeker 

sheets: 
asylum 
seekers, 
border 
guards, 
observers  

8: An Asylum 
Seeker’s 
Journey 

Can I combine 
information 
from different 
sources to 
write an 
imagined 
account of an 
asylum 
seeker’s 
journey to 
safety? 

• Discuss reasons why 
someone might need to 
seek asylum in another 
country 

• Discuss images in groups 
using prompt questions 

• Write an account for an 
immigration officer from 
the point of view of an 
asylum seeker recently 
arrived in the UK 

o PPT 
o Images with 

inference 
grids 
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9: Myths and 
Stereotypes 

Can I 
understand 
how 
newspapers 
promote myths 
and 
stereotypes? 

• Discussion about 
common myths 

• Define stereotype 
• Discuss myths & 

stereotypes about young 
people. 

• Read out quotes about 
youth – students to guess 
when they were written. 

• Look at extracts from 
two newspaper articles. 
When were they written? 
Who are they about? 

• H/W: Look out for news 
stories about refugees 
and immigration and 
bring in at least one 
article 

o PPT 

10: 
Representing 
Asylum  

Can I explain 
how 
newspapers 
use language 
to represent 
refugees and 
asylum 
seekers? 

• Discuss common myths 
about refugees and 
asylum seekers 

• In groups, students look 
at a range of headlines 
and organise them into 
positive, negative and 
neutral. Could also try 
right/wrong, 
fact/opinion. 

• Analyse selected 
headlines for use of 
language. 

o Headlines 
 



11: Refugees in 
the News 

Can I analyse 
news articles 
to evaluate 
how writers use 
language to 
represent 
refugees and 
asylum 
seekers? 

• Discuss difference 
between fact and 
opinion 

• Give students one or two 
articles to read in 
groups, picking out facts 
and opinions. 

• Set up analysis task: 
students to analyse 
articles focusing on use 
of language and writer’s 
purpose 

• Students complete 
analysis of article(s) 
individually 

o PPT 
o Copies of 

articles 
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12: Writing the 
News 

Can I 
understand 
how to write 
for a 
newspaper? 

• Introduce task: create a 
newspaper in groups 

• Exercises to understand 
top tips for writing an 
article: 
- It’s about people 
- Have an angle 
- Keep it objective 
- Quote people 
- Don’t get too 

descriptive 

o PPT 
 

13: Researching 
a Newspaper 
Article 

Can I select 
relevant 
information to 
include in my 
article? 

• Discuss importance of 
research 

• Students work 
individually to research 
their story 

• Feedback on good 
research skills 

o PPT 
o Research 

packs 
 

14: Becoming a 
Journalist 

Can I use my 
research notes 
to write the first 
draft of my 
newspaper 
article? 

• Start with writing an eye-
catching headline 

• Recap writing skills focus 
• Complete notes for 5Ws 

& H 
• Go over structure and 

top tips 
• Students write first draft 
• Swap with partner for 

focused peer feedback 

o PPT 
 



15: Creating 
your 
Newspaper 

Can I work 
with my team 
to create a 
final version of 
our newspaper 
about refugee 
issues? 

• Team discussion about 
name of newspaper and 
choice of front page 
story 

• Recap writing skills focus 
• Students choose image 

and template 
• Students write final drafts 

of articles into templates 

o PPT 
o Newspaper 

templates 
o Images 

 
 
Independent Work/ Home Learning 
These activities can be used to accompany lessons as appropriate – timing is flexible. 
 
! Individual, open-ended response to the question ‘What does Home mean to you?’ 

using words and images. 
! Create and deliver a PowerPoint presentation on the theme of ‘Being Human’. 
! At some stage in the unit students should be given a mini-research project (1 week) 

to carry out internet research, collect responses to key questions from friends and 
family and find newspaper articles about refugees. 

! The UNHCR reading list has many suggestions for books (both fiction and non-
fiction) students can be directed towards for independent reading. 

 
Assessment and Monitoring 
 

Ø Assessment will vary depending on where this fits in to your school’s programme 
of study. The writing focus for the assessment tasks can be shifted accordingly. 

Ø There is much opportunity for discussion in this unit, and this should be used to 
probe students’ understanding with a focus on questioning using Bloom’s 
taxonomy. Students should be encouraged to ask each other questions and 
develop their own thinking about topics explored. 

Ø As often as possible, students should be given five minutes to reflect on their 
learning against the learning focus at the end of a lesson. 


