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A refugee crisis for the world

©® Exodus from Syrian civil war @ Britain may be asked to take @ Aid officials say population
isoverwhelming region-UN  thousands of displaced people flight is becoming permanent

Martin Chulov Zaatard, Jordan
Mark Rlce-Oxley

Britain and other western mations may
be asked 10 accept teas of thossands of
Syriam refugees because the exodus from
1he civill war is overwibelming countyies
in the region, the UN's refugee chief bas
wazned,

With no end to the war In sight, the
Night of neasly 2 miion people from Syria
onves the past Iwo years Is showing evesy
skgn of becoming a permanent population
s, Moo 1he Paleitinte crives of k48 and
1567, with grave implicat bons for countries
such a8 Lebarson and Jordas, UN and other
humanitarian aid offcials say,

One in six poople I Lebasson are now
Syrlan refugees. The biggest camp In
Joedan has become the country’s fourth.
Lirgest city, In addition tothose who have
crossed borders, at least fowr million Syr-

2 are Believed 10 Rave been displaced
within thelr own country, meaning that
more than aguaster of the population has
been upsooted,

In an interview with the Guardian,
Antéeto Gulertes, the United Nations
high commissiones for refiagees, said the
sineation wis alieady far mose than st a
h crisis. i are tothe
conflict was not found withis ssoaths,
the UN will look to resettle tems of thou-
sands of Syrian refugees In countries bet.
ter able 1o afford to host them, Induding
Britain. Germany has already offered to
take 5,000, but cther offers have been
“Emited”, Guterres said.

“Weease faciag in the Middio East socse-

o, and Joedan & Macing a vory &ifficult
economic stuation,”

Gurertes compared the Syrtan reflugee
fssue 1o that of lraqis during the List dec-
ade, when moce than 100,000 Were feset-
thed away lecmnthe region, " Ifthings go oo
for apeolkoaged period of time then reset-
Clernoat will bacome a contral past of our
stratezy.” he said. “We would like when
the tite coenes .. to be able 1o lunch a
resettlement programme as massive as
thecae for agis.”

The Syman exodus bas already sus-
passed almoss every other refugee crisis
that intemnational organisations have
dealt with in the past £0 years. The Yugo-
v wars of the 15504 provide the clos-

thing that is more than a b fan
crisis, meoee than a eoghoaal crisis, it is
becoming areal threat to ghobal peaceand
security,” Guterres said,

*We are already seeing the maltiplica-
500 of security incidents s kaqand Leda:

est paralled, with both conflicts having a
Mrong e1hadie sectarian dimension asd
the crumbling of state control ralsing the
spectee of pastition.

The knock-on effect on regonal coun-
trses has been telling. Tensions between

refupee communities and local popula:
tioms have increased dramatically in
Joedan and Ledanon, as the influx of
people piles pressare on Jocal services
such as schools and hospitals, and dis-
rupts job markets, The upibot has been
a greater effort by Syria’s neighbours
o “ssasage” the flow of relugees into
their countries.

*Tutkey and Jordan have becosse
so overwhelmed and at the same time
withh SOme Very Worrying consequences
on the securily point of view, with the
infiltzation of med people, that the boe:
der hat became managed, which means
refugees are still coming but they have to
come in 2 gradusl wiy which means we
have a number of people stranded wak-
93 1o 1058, " Guesres said,

Some refugees have found life so
wretched in camps that ihey have
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